Emergency department utilization by children in foster care.
To examine emergency department (ED) utilization of children in foster care using nationally representative data. Cross-sectional analysis of the National Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being, Wave 1, which provided data for children ages 1 to 14 years in foster care for 1 year between October 1999 and December 2000. We identified children as having used the ED based upon foster parent responses to the question, "In the last 12 months, has your child gone to an emergency room or urgent care center (UCC) for an illness or injury?" We examined child and family demographic variables that were associated with having used the ED. The sample included 559 children in foster care. Thirty-one percent (95% confidence interval = 26%, 36%) of foster children had visited the ED or UCC in the past 12 months. Multivariate logistic regression analysis revealed that out of all children in foster care, children who had a chronic condition, children of younger age, and children with younger foster caregivers were significantly more likely to have used the ED. A sizeable proportion of children in foster care use the ED, and subgroups of these children have particularly high rates of ED use. An important component of providing a medical home for children in foster care should involve coordination of care around ED visits for this vulnerable group of children.